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THE CORDON COUNT OF THE 
SAN FRANCISCO METROPOLITAN TRAFFIC DISTRICT 
1965 
FOREWORD 

INTRODUCTION 

The Cordon Count described in this report is a eee 
of the San Francisco Downtown Parking and Traffic Survey for 
which funds were authorized by the Board of Supervisors on 
November 23, 1964, (Ordinance No. 295-64), and which ordinance 
was signed by the Mayor on December 11, 1964. Also participa- 
ting in the cost of the survey are the California State Division 


of Highways and the U.S. Bureau of Public Roads. 

This is the third Cordon Count of this area, the previous 
ones being conducted in October 1947 and July 1959. The inform- 
ation derived herein has the following immediate uses: 

1. The detailed information on the number of persons 

entering and leaving the downtown area, their mode 
of travel and the time and location of their entry 
and exit is helpful in assessing needs for immediate 
traffic and transit improvements, 

2, The changes in the above-mentioned factors over the 
years helps to establish traffic and transportation 
trends which are needed to plot the growth of the 
downtown area. 

3. The information on the accumulation of persons and 
vehicles is a necessary adjunct of interview data 


and is needed in planning parking facilities. 
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4, The ground counts furnished by this survey will help 
to calibrate and check the accuracy of the traffic 
simulation model that will be the result of the a 


traffic analysis portion of the Downtown Parking and 


Traffic Survey. 


METHODOLOGY 

The Cordon Count tabulated all persons and vehicles enter- 
ing and leaving the Metropolitan Traffic District during typical 
weekdays in July and August of 1965. The survey period ran from 
10:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. and the boundaries were the same as the 
previous Cordon Count limits, Pickup and panel trucks were cate- 
gorized as automobiles and spot counts of passenger vehicle occu- 
pancies were made at the same ten locations in the Cordon area as 
those used in 1959. The passenger occupancy check showéd that 
there were 1.4 persons per vehicle in 1965 compared to 1.6 in 
1959. 

Local transit information was supplied by the consulting 
firm of Simpson and Curtin, who are carrying on the Northern 
California Transit Demonstration Project. Out-of-town bus occu- 
pancy data was supplied by the Greyhound Company while a count of 
railroad passenger traffic was provided by the Southern Pacific 
Company. 

FINDINGS OF THE STUDY 

In addition to the specific information needed for the 

parking and traffic aspects of the survey, some interesting trends 


were revealed by the Cordon count: 
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Grateful acknowledgment by the Downtown parking and Traffic 


Sopruitly in the conduct of this Cordon Count. 
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Vehicular traffic is continuing its steady annual 
increase with traffic levels now 63% above that of 
1947. 

The number of persons entering and leaving the down- 
town area is also continuing to increase although not 
at as fast a pace as in previovs years. Person trips 
have increased 25% above the 1947 base. 

The precipitous drop in local transit patronage has 
apparently cessated and the percentage drop from 
1959 to 1965 was only 2%. 

Autos and taxis continue to be the chief means of 
entry into the Metropolitan Traffic District with 
slightly over 60% of downtown travelers using this 
mode, Out-of-town buses showed a considerable per- 
centage increase in passenger patronage while rail- 


ways showed a slight decrease. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


Survey is due to the many persons and organizations who cooperated 


cooperating agencies of City government, the companies and person- 


nel listed below were most helpful in the conduct of the Cordon 


Pacific Greyhound Lines - Mr. Ralph W. Moronay, 


Assistant Regional Manager of Division 5. 
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Southern Pacific Company - Mr. Robert M. Jochner, 
Assistant Passenger Traffic Manager 

Division of Bay Toll Crossings - Mr. E, R. Foley, 
Chief Engineer 

Northern California Demonstration Project (Simpson and 
Curtin, Consultants) Mr. Harry Parrish, Project 


Manager, 
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1947 1959 1965 


TOTAL VEHICLES LEAVING CORDON AREA 


FROM 10 A.M. TO 6 P.M. IN 1947-1959 -1965 
ON A TYPICAL WEEK DAY 
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TOTAL PERSONS LEAVING CORDON AREA 
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VEHICLE OCCUPANCY COUNT 
November 18, 21, 22, 1965 


Persons per Vehicle 


Entering Leaving 
PM Peak Off Peak PM Peak Off Peak 

1. Third at Townsend Si Aoife 1.90 1.35 

2. Potrero at Division 1.35 136 1637 29 

‘th Market at Gough 1.36 1.35 AG yc yi 
- Golden Gate at Gough T3396 al ewe 

5. Van Ness at Pine LAT iL }S) 50 1,42 

G6. @elifornia at Taylor. 1,42 1.44 1.65 ele 

: Columbus at Broadway _ 1.39 TS) asa 1.40 

- Embarcadero at Broadway” 1.35 THO 1.39 1.45 
9. Ath Street Off Ramp apes US) 
10. 5th Street Off Ramp Vee IL-9) 


—— 


Weighted Average - 1.4 persons per automobile 


The records of occupancy of Greyhound buses for Tuesday, Oct- 
ober 19, 1965 was obtained and the following passengers per 
bus figures were used for all out of town buses. 


Persons per bus 


Time Period Entering Leaving 
10:00 A.M. ~ 4:00 P.M. 18 18 
4:00 P.M. ~ 6:00 P.M. et a) 


A truck occupancy factor of 1.1 persons per truck was obtained 
from a computer analysis of the trucks interviewed in the park- 
ing phase of the Survey. 
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